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The work conducted under this contract included five Tasks/Deliverables. This report is organized in sections based on work conducted for each of the first four Tasks.  Task 5 is this document: Brief report of contract activities will be prepared for GOMA to use in USGS reporting. 

TASK 1. Coordinate with GOMA Executive Director to prepare a contract with Battelle Lab. Samples to be analyzed for trace metals will be identified, located, transported, packaged and shipped to Battelle.

There were 18 samples collected during the 2012 Gulfwatch sample collection season. These samples had been archived at the UNH Jackson Estuarine Laboratory (MA & NH), at the ME Dept. of Environmental Protection (ME), and at the Dartmouth BIO Lab (NB, NS). 

TABLE 1. SAMPLING SITES AND DATES 
FOR THE 2012 GULFWATCH PROGRAM.

	2012 GULFWATCH SEASON

	TRACE METALS ANALYSIS

	Site name
	Sample date

	MAME
	9/21/12

	MASN
	11/18/12

	MADI
	9/20/12

	NHSM
	9/11/12

	NHNM
	10/11/12

	MEBH
	9/25/12

	MEFP
	10/10/12

	MERY
	10/23/12

	MEPH
	11/27/12

	MEBB
	10/11/12

	MEKN
	10/23/12

	MEPI
	10/22/12

	NBLB
	11/21/12

	NBTC
	11/21/12

	NBSC
	11/21/12

	NSDI
	11/20/12

	NSBC
	11/20/12

	NSAR
	11/20/12




Once their locations had been confirmed, arrangements were made to transport all samples to UNH/JEL for shipping to Battelle for analysis. Sample transport and transfer to UNH was completed in May 2015.

The preparation process for the contract with Battelle for trace metal analyses occurred during July-September, 2015. Once the contract was in place, the shipping of samples from UNH to Battelle took place within the next week, in early September.

TASK 2.  Sampling effort for 2014 will be compiled. The location of all 2014 samples will be determined and arrangements made to transport them to appropriate storage facilities for archiving and/or future analysis.  

The sampling conducted during 2014 followed the 2013-1018 Plan for 2014 (Table 2). Successful sampling occurred at 17 sites from late September through November 2014 and in all five jurisdictions. Only one site, MEDM, had insufficient mussels for sampling (Table 2).

	TABLE 2. GULFWATCH SAMPLING PLAN-2014

	
	
	
	

	
	MASSACHUSETTS
	Samples
	

	
	MADI
	yes
	

	
	MAME
	yes
	

	
	MANR
	yes
	

	
	NEW HAMPSHIRE
	
	

	
	MECC
	yes
	

	
	NHDP
	yes
	

	
	NHFP
	yes
	

	
	NHHS
	yes
	

	
	NHSS
	yes
	

	
	MAINE
	
	

	
	MEBB
	yes
	

	
	MEBH
	yes
	

	
	MECK
	yes
	

	
	MEDM
	NO*
	

	
	MEKN
	yes
	

	
	MEPH
	yes
	

	
	NEW BRUNSWICK
	
	

	
	NBTC
	yes
	

	
	NOVA SCOTIA
	
	

	
	NSDI
	yes
	

	
	NSSC
	yes
	

	
	NSAR
	yes
	

	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	17
	

	
	
	
	

	
	*no sample; insufficient mussels
	
	



All samples from the 2014 sampling season were transported to the BIO Lab in Dartmouth, NS for archiving. This involved transfer of samples from one jurisdiction to another. MA samples were transported to NH and NB samples transported to NS in December 2015. The MA & NH samples were transported to ME in late February 2015. All 2014 US samples were transferred to Canada (NB) in early May, 2015 and then transferred to the BIO archiving freezer in Dartmouth, NS by mid-June, 2015.

TASK 3. All newly acquired 2012 trace metal data, along with existing 2012 morphometric data, will be quality assured, compiled and shared with project participants for final approval and comments.

The 2012 trace metals data from Battelle was received during September 2015. The data were quality assured as part of the data analysis, and then checked by the Project Manager (Jones) prior to making the data available to Gulfwatch participants for final approval and comments. All analytical data for 2012 Gulfwatch samples fell within expected concentration ranges, and the laboratory analysis QA analyses were of acceptable quality, i.e., all data met pre-set criteria.

TASK 4. A comprehensive database will be compiled as an Excel spreadsheet and made available for ESIP and for when a data report can be written. 

The 2012 Gulfwatch trace metals and morphometric data have been compiled into a comprehensive database and provided to ESIP.

